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himself. Mr. Baldwin has since 1933 been the great leader of middle class opinion. The National Government is but the culmination of the philosophy of the shopkeepers* appeal. To such men the future of India or of the Empire generally must be a jaded and hopeless prospect.
In the case of agriculture the Government was slow to move from fear of food taxes. No Government that had meditated its position or thought out its policy would have been so embarrassed. Understanding is the true basis of faith and courage, and a coalition can possess none of these qualities. The understanding of a coalition is the intellectual shallowness of its most superficial member, in the same way as the speed of a convoy is the speed of the slowest horse. The Government takes a strong line only when it feels that its actions will meet with approval. It senses its reception like the perpetrators of modern feats of stunt aviation, for whom popularity is the motive of courage, rather than belief. It can be seriously contended that a new assessment of values in political leadership would cure the evils of the world. That the National Government should give such a lead is an impossibility, Its leaders, especially Mr, Baldwin, have been reared in the atmosphere of the old democratic values, they have passed their lives waiting on public opinion. Deep down the whole experiment of a national administration under the old leaders is fraught with disaster. To imagine agreement without human leadership is folly, and so it will always remain. No coalition of party interests could be national, because the Liberals are only patriotic in the face of crisis. Liberalism is the negation of national leadership but the mainstay and author of party politics*
The revelation of the instability of the Government came in the debate on Cabinet responsibility. The "agreement to differ" was early proof of the schism that would widen as fundamental principles became at stake. To expect Sir Herbert Samuel to reconcile himself to tariffs